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nearer to the heights of pure, absolute happiness.
When the ideal of practical happiness is brought
as nearly as possible to the ideal instituted by
the morality of happiness, it will answer all the
requirements of duty and of justice.

This morality will doubtless be slow in establish-
ing itself. It must first give a precise definition
of its principles, and after that bring about their
adoption. Above all, it must uproot the false
notions of happiness on which we have lived from
time immemorial, in order to replace these with
new ones. But henceforth we can foresee pro-
found and beneficent changes resulting.

XI. When mankind has understood that happi-
ness lies within ourselves, and that we are happy
only because we desire to be so, thousands of pre-
judices will crumble around us, prejudices which
now prevent our moral improvement, and impede
our way to happiness. We have showed else-
where that our unhappiness is frequently only the
product of our misconception of life. We do
things which are harmful to others, without think-
ing that their woe is baneful to ourselv.es.

Envy, the mother of so many social misdeeds,
is chiefly injurious to ourselves. Kindness and
love, the source of happiness to others, obtain this
blessing first for those who put them in practice.